July €7, 1952
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Genetios Soclety of America
Brookhavon HJational lLaboratory
Upton, Lele, HoYo

Dear Jr. Singleton:

I have your letter of July 15, asking for a revision or coifirmation
of a statenent of principle in comoction with the eleoction for the Camitiee
on Soientif'ic Freedom and Public Education of the Genetios Sociaty of America.
I learned fron your letter, for the firot tinme, that Curt Stern was the other
nhminee (presunably the cholce of the executive cormittec sitting mo a oorsltiee
on nouihations).

I have decided to withdraw in favor of Dr. Stern. My feelinge oa the
fuctioning of the special comitiee are the aame as they were in 1950. A%
that time, it eeemed probable that the sormitiee might assume doctrinal fumo-
ticns that I thought would have unfortunate oonsequences for genetiecs. The
actions of the comlttes dwring the past two years, and the choloes by the
Boclety for membership on the ocmmittee, have affirmed a thoughtfful policy
with whloh I an in accord. I have the fullest confidenco in Dr. Stern's
judguent, end feel that the soclety should have the benefit of this end of
his experience in the soclety'a affairs.

As the duly noninated alternative candidate, I conclulo thai my withdrewal
should leave no conteat. If you wish, you may enter the previous paragraph
a8 ny fornal statement. If a conleet 48 essentlal, it would be appropriate to
look for omndidates who have distinetive views, beiween which the membership
may meke a coneidered cholce. If, as I suspecit, the Soclaty's views are eo
coherent at the present tine that it would be dirffidult to £ind such candidates,
it rdght be tine to consider discharging the comsittee and transferring ite
:hn;utims to the Executive Commdttoe, cubjoct to instructlons from the member-
ohip.

Yours siacorely,

Joshue. Lederberg

GCs Ce Stern



